
 

 

PaulMark College 
Sayi Christian Centre 

P.o. Box 4087 – 40100 
Kisumu. 

=============== 
Tel; +254 20 2111162  (020 21111 61) 
Cell; +254 722 299 284  (0722 299 284) 

Email; dean@paulmarkcollege.com; info@paulmarkcollege.com 
paulmark.ksm@gmail.com; nathanondego@gmail.com 

Web; www.paulmarkcollege.com 
 
 

Graduation catalog 
At; PaulMark Graduation Square 

 
January 11th 2013 

 



 

 

THE PRESIDENT IU/ INTERNATIONAL  
CHRITSIAN UNIVERSITY 

Dear Chief Guest; Prof. Everett Sitanda, Captain Dr. Heinz Strupler; esteemed members 

of the board; faculty leaders, staffs, students; family and friends; and especially the 

graduating class of 2009,  

Garry Trudeau once said, “Commencement speeches were invented largely in the belief 

that outgoing college students should never be    released into the world until they have 

been properly  sedated.” Unfortunately some commencement speeches do provide that 

sedation, but it is my hope that my comments today will be both brief and interesting 

enough to keep the sedate rather light and short lived.   

Congratulations students on reaching this major milestone in your life. Today is at least 

a partial payday for all the days, weeks, months, and years that you have worked so hard.  The early morning classes, the 

long nights of study, the endless and sometimes tedious lectures, the thousands of pages of reading, the hundreds of pages 

of writing, the discipline of having to come to class on time, the  discipline of living and attending to your midterm and 

class quizzes, and the  discipline of paying your college bill has partially come to an end in the pursuance of the degree and  

diplomas you are receiving today. In a few moments when you take the diploma into your hands I would remind you that 

this  little piece of paper celebrates discipline, work,  perseverance, achievement and success. So let your heart be merry, 

let your day be full of congratulations and celebrations and when the fireworks have settled down, take a few quiet       

moments and thank God that He brought you to PaulMark College and has given you His grace and the opportunities that 

led to your being here today.  

 As you leave PaulMark a place of learning, as you leave the tussle of monthly assignments, as you leave your friends and 

lecturers, as you leave the grounds of PaulMark which is dedicated to God and the training of his people, let me take this 

one last chance to remind you of where you will need to keep your focus as you go out to face your future and put your 

hand to the plow of God’s work for your life; “From here you are going to write your own history—choice by choice,  

decision by decision.  If your history is to glorify God and someday be of worth, the choice is yours. Recollect all that you 

have received from your Lecturers, learnt through interactions and obtained by your able means, put them together and be 

of help to that person who now needs you and has confidence in you. Always remember this; your papers of quality will 

be tested by your production. So I say to you today, never give up, never give up.  When the battle goes hard, never, never 

give in. When the road looks long, don’t take a shortcut.  There are no shortcuts which leads to any place worth going. 

You may not always be able to control what is happening around you, but you can control your response to the problems. 

You don’t need to give in or quit. Art Link letter said it best, when he said, “Things turn out best for the people who make 

the best out of the way things turn out.”  

So press on to the end.  Persevere through the dark days and nights and be assured that God will never leave you nor    

forsake you.  Keep writing that history and make it worth reading. Keep praying, stay fuel for life, keep the ministry to the 

people as your focus, and then persevere to finish the line.  I am the President of the University, but there is the President 

of the Universe who stands ready to present you with a diploma stamped with the words, “Well done thou good and   

faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy Lord.” 

President;  Prof. Goodheer 



 

 
Dr H. Strupler. 

The Chief guest; Professor Everret Sitanda, students of PaulMark College, the 
grandaunts, other distinguished guests ladies and gentlemen. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank every one of you seated here today and 
sharing in this very important occasion for our college and our graduating                  
students. My trip from Zurich Switzerland was very pleasant cruising over 
twenty four thousand feet above the sea level with one mind; to come to Kisumu 
and share in the achievement of PaulMark College.. 

I also want to take this lone and highly favored opportunity to thank Dr. Good-
heer of the International Christian University for the tireless efforts he has made 
in ensuring that these students clad in graduation qualify with a quality paper 
backed by their total input effort.  

It is a great pleasure to be with you today at your first graduation ceremony after 
the validation of the college programs. After all, it is a day of joy for everyone: 
You graduates have no more exams or classes to endure. And I might say, the 

faculty no longer has you to endure; you have fame and fortune ahead of you; your families and spouses and friends can 
look forward to seeing more of you perform great things for them and for your country 

I realize we have gathered here today to applaud those of you who will be receiving degrees. I suggest, however, that 
there are several heroes and heroines here today who should be recognized and with whom you graduate would like to 
share your glory. Our brother Professor Sitanda, our sister Prof. Wangare Mwai are some of these academic darlings we 
all must recognize. The directors who direct  the affairs of this college and the lecturers who have seen you through in 
your academic pursuit which now results to this occasion are also to be recognized. 

I personally have tried to keep myself generally informed about what happens at PaulMark College and my brother Rev. 
Nathan Ondego has been in constant touch with me keeping me abreast with the academic performance of this school.. 

Bridge building is a task. The leaders of PaulMark have had to build this bridge so that you all can follow and get to the 
other side without catching dirt. The school and its faculty have tried to build a bridge for you to your lives henceforth. I 
am confident they have succeeded and that you graduates not only have crossed that bridge but  perhaps will build some 
of your own for others to cross. Today I would like to encourage you to do so.  

Kenya is a nation built on pride in sacrifice and commitment to shared values and on a willingness of the citizens to give 
of their time and energy for the good of the whole Nation. I hope that some of you graduates will yourselves go on to 
spending part or all of your lives in public service. Indeed, for all the good that can be done by citizens who volunteer, or 
become involved in political affairs in other ways, the simple truth is that Kenya needs hardworking, innovative, dedi-
cated people to devote their working lives to its operation and improvement. Kenya is a great nation today because those 
bridge builders have made strong foundations for you Graduands so that now you can allow Kenyans to pass through 
your hands to a better future. 

To be sure, the work of bridge building can be as taxing as it is rewarding. These efforts can call for sacrifice and      
sometimes emotional, sometimes financial, sometimes personal. Those who choose the life of public service open them-
selves to public review. There is a wonderful little story told about a president of a country long ago.  

When he became the president, he became quite discouraged when his attempts to promote economic recovery 
during the Great Depression seemed to make little headway. However the President expressed his                  
discouragement noting that he was particularly disturbed that, in spite of all of his efforts, his critics were     
becoming ever more vocal and belligerent. Nevertheless his aide comforted him; Don’t  expect to see calves  
running in the field the day after you put the bull to the cows. But the President replied; “but I would at least 
expect to see some contented cows. 

This is how bridge builders get lost in the pursuit for excellence. Anyone who has worked in public service knows that 
the fight never seems easy while it is being waged. You cannot expect that your efforts will meet with immediate success. 
But the ever-present understanding that you are a part of something  bigger than yourself, and that your efforts are paving 
the way for those who will follow, makes a life of public service worth the bumps along the way. A single generation of 
public servants cannot bridge all the gaps of inequality and injustice nor span the chasms of your country. But if we focus 
our energies on sharing ideas, finding solutions and using what is right with Kenya to remedy what is wrong with it, we 
can make a difference. Your degree obtained today should be the tool to measure these mishaps. Your nation needs 
bridges, and bridges are built by those who look to the future and dedicate themselves to helping others. I don’t know 
what the future holds, but I know who holds the future: It is you. Commit yourselves today, as you embark on your new 
life as a PaulMark graduate, to being a bridge builder. We need you, and those who cross the bridges you build will thank 
you. Congratulations!! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Validation Ceremony 

Held at the Commission for Higher Education Head Quarters 
We applied for validation of our theology and                
Business Education programs in 2005. We were given 
a temporal approval pending Quality survey and in-
spections.  
 
In the year 2008 we passed the quality assurance in-
spections and we were invited among other                      
institutions  at the Commission for Higher Education 
(CHE) for a colorful ceremony of handing over of 
certificates officiated by the Honorable assistant Min-
ister for Education. 
 
 
 
The college Finance Director, Rev. Nathan Ondego 
flanked by Rev. Sedera of  Nairobi and Pastor                    
Onyango the college Principal display the validation 
certificates and a certificate for Authority to                   
collaborate for Degree course outside the                              
commission offices soon after they were granted. The 
issuance of the validation certificates indicates that at 
PaulMark we offer quality courses and that the 
courses so offered can be accepted worldwide for 
credit transfers or promotion to next grades. 
 
 
 
The Commission Secretary, Professor Sitanda takes 
through the Minister and the members of the                     
Commission together with the institutions/colleges 
that received certificates for validation and letters of 
authority. Although it was colorful day for the               
participants, the result was a benefit to any Kenyans 
and other students worldwide who chose to take         
education at any college that offer validated                    
programs.  
 
Kenya has become competitive in education and many 
colleges are mushrooming that take on                       
unsuspecting parents and students. The Government 
was set to regulate the education industry in Kenya,                        
whatever it takes. Said Professor Sitanda. 
 
 
Members, of the Commission for Higher education 
pose for a photo after issuing the validation                    
certificates for  colleges at their offices. The                    
Chairman of the commission reminded the college 
members and leaders of various college to keep the 
standards. In his speech, the Chairman told the                
audience to know that; peoples mind work like a com-
puter. It needs a good program to run a good result.            



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Members of the Commission for Higher Education posed 
for a photo after issuing various colleges with Validated 
and Authority to collaborate Certificates. 
 

The Assistant Minister for Education, The chairman of the                 
Commission and Prof. Everett Sitanda the commission              
secretary attended this worthy cause. 

Above  
Prof. Everett Sitanda the secretary of the Commis-
sion for Higher education addresses the principals 
and other senior officers of various colleges on the 
occasion of issuing validation certificates to colleges. 
PaulMark was represented by Rev. Nathan Ondego. 

Above, left & Right 
The Graduands of 
2005 making             
themselves ready for 
a grand match prior 
to graduation. Prof. 
Wangare Mwai was 
one of the 
Graduands awarded 
a BTh Degree. 

Photo gallery 
 


